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(left), chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and Defense Secretary Robert Mc- 
Namara. (AP Photo) 
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The White House said the situation in the Southeast Asian country 
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was "deeply serious 

The statement came after President Kennedy met 
for nearly an hour with the full Security Council to 
hear a detailed report on the Vietnamese situation from 
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Maxwell D. Taylor, cnairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
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pay Increase to most of the 2 7 
millioo men and women in the 
U 3. armed forces. 

In a cabinet r.>oin ceremony, 
Kennedy u»cd more than a 
Joica fountain pens to sign 
the measure, which will com! 
the government <1.* billion * 
year. It U the biggest military 
p*y boost in history. 
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